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system, and there has been created a peculiar mode of life Since the
World War the economic system of Japan has rapidly developed into
the most extreme form of capitalism The daily life of labourers is,
however, still controlled by the idea of the family unit Their in
comes and expenses are treated as problems of the family as a whole
Thus in the case of the textile industry, which is the representative
industry of Japan, a woman labourer puts her wages into the pooled
income of the family to \\hich she belongs and gets her proper share
with other members of the family The same is the case \\ith skilled
male labourers Such a system enables many work women and juve
nile workers to work in factories for wages below the ordinary le\el
In other words, women labourers or juvenile workers who cannot
keep themselves independent can do so in common \vith the other
members of the family It is therefore erroneous to judge the stand
ard of Irving of Japanese labourers by the wages they get The ex
istence of the family system must alwavs be taken into consideration
in studying the life of the Japanese laboring class
Now let me present the readers the opinions of responsible public
men and press on the subject,    Simple Needs of Japanese *
President Tsuda of the Kanegafuchi Companv does not overstate
the case in saying That the living conditions of the Japanese
spinning workers is much better than in England is admitted by all
Englishmen ^ho have personally inspected the conditions of the Japa
nese spinning industry The only difference is in the mode of life
in the two countries In other words, it is the question of the dif-
ference between cheese and pickled radish, the latter being eaten in
Japan in the same manner as cheese is in England,' and radishes
being far cheaper than cheese Developing his idea, another Japa
nese says Transplant a Japanese mill hand to Lancashire, give
him an iron bed with a soft mattress, put him on a ration of bread
and butter, beef steak, coffee and cream, and he will go on a strike
demanding Japanese bedding spread on a matted floor, and a ration
of fish, rice and vegetables which, to him, are more palatable and